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1) National Archives of Australia award

The 2008 lan Maclean award has been made by National Archives of Australia to

Canberra researcher, Mitchell Whitelaw. The grant of up to $15,000 will support his

project to develop techniques to visualise large sets of data. He aims to produce a

prototype of interactive, browsabl e maps of the archives® coll
structural levels. The size, scope and historical distribution of different sets of records

are to be shown together with their agencies and functions. Single series of records

will be addressed through a more detailed map.

(Source: Australian Financial Review 19 September 2008 p.62)
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2) Funding for the nation’s cultural institutions

The Minister for Environment, Heritage and the Arts, Hon Peter Garrett MP, has been
reported in the Australian FinancialReview on 26 August 2008 as stating that the
nation"s cul tur al institutions have
those institutions and community groups to the Senate inquiry into the 3.5%
efficiency dividend. The gallery and the national library have reportedly scaled back

funding for travelling exhibitions.
[NLA] has significant funding, as do the other institutions both here in Canberra and
al so around Australia.?”

(Source: Australian Financia Review 26 August 2008 p.4)

3) Preservation of records of the Office of the
President & Vice President of the United States of
America

* Cheney Is Ordered to Preserve Records’

WASHINGTON (AP) - A federal judge on Saturday ordered Dick Cheney to preserve
a wide range of records from his time as vice president.

The decision by the judge, Colleen Kollar-Kotelly, is a setback for the Bush
administration in its effort to promote a narrow definition of materials that must be
safeguarded under the Presidential Records Act.

The Bush administration’'s legal position "heightens the court's concern”
that some records might not be preserved, Judge Kollar-Kotelly said.

A private group, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, is suing Mr.
Cheney and the Executive Office of the President to ensure that no presidential
records are destroyed or handled in a way that makes them unavailable to the public.

In a 22-page opinion, Judge Kollar-Kotelly revealed that in recent days, lawyers for
the Bush administration balked at a proposed agreement between the two sides on
how to proceed with the case.

Mr. Cheney and the other defendants in the case, Judge Kollar-Kotelly wrote, "were
only willing to agree to a preservation order that tracked their narrowed
interpretation™ of the Presidential Records Act.

The administration, the judge said, wanted any court order on what records are at
issue in the suit to cover only the office of the vice president, not Mr. Cheney or the

adequa:

Howeve



other defendants in the lawsuit. The other defendants include the National Archives
<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/n/nat
ional_archives_and_records_administration/index.html?inline=nyt-org>

and the archivist of the United States.

In response to the ruling, a spokesman for Mr. Cheney, James R.
Hennigan, said, "We will not have any comment on pending litigation."

The lawsuit stems from Mr. Cheney's position that his office is not part of the
executive branch of government.

This summer, Mr. Cheney's chief of staff, David S. Addington, told Congress that the
vice president belongs to neither the executive nor legislative branch of government,
but rather is attached by the Constitution to Congress. The vice president presides
over the Senate.

The lawsuit alleges that the Bush administration's actions over the past seven and a

half years raise questions over whether the White House will turn over records created
by Mr. Cheney and his staff to the National Archives in January.

September 21, 2008

(Source: A Mailing List for Australian Archivists — 22 September 2008)

4) Historic heritage on Toorale station

Historic cultural heritage will need to be preserved on the Tooralestation in western
New South Wales. Senator Hon Penny Wong MP, Minister for Climate Change and
Water announced in a press release that under a landmark agreement reached on 10
September 2008 the Australian Government announced it is assisting the New South
Wales Government to purchase TooraleStation.

Under this agreement, the property was purchased by New South Wales government
on 10 September for $23.75 million, with substantial funding assistance from the
Australian Government.

The press release stated that the New South Wales government will take responsibility
for preserving the land, and there is an agreed process for transferring the water to the
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder.

The TooraleStation is a historic grazing and cropping property which is located on
the junction of the Darling and Warrego Rivers, near Gundabooka National Park. It
contains landscapes of considerable cultural significance to the Aboriginal community
and the historic heritage of the property is well recognised.

(Source: Press release by Senator Hon Penny Wong MP, Minister for Climate Change and Water on 10
September 2008, Website: http://www.environment.gov.au/minister/wong/2008/)
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5) ‘Hail fears put Ross Garnaut out in cold’
Relationship of climate change to cultural heritage

Economist, Professor Ross Garnaut, has submitted a climate change argument to the
City of Yarra Council in respect of his own property that climate change will cause
more hailstorms in Melbourne and therefore he should not be required to maintain the
heritage traditions of a slate roof on his house. The Australiannewspaper quoted the

|l ntergovernment al Panel on Climate Change"®.
Change 2007 — Impacts, Adaption and Vulnerability, as stating in Chapter 11 that
‘Decreasesinhai | frequency are simulated for Mellck

Ten objections have been lodged by residents in Park Street, Princes Hill stating that
Professor Garnaut®"s proposed devel opment i
heritage and residential codes. The Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal is

required to resolve the dispute.

(Source: Australian20 August 2008, 12.53am AEST)

6) Catherine Hill Bay residential development —
heritage implications

The New South Wales government approved a proposal for hundreds of residential
buildings at Catherine Hill Bay on the central Coast after years of local opposition.
The Rose Property Group was given approval for up to 787 dwellings on 58 hectares
at Catherine Hill Bay and Gwandalan on Wallarah Peninsula. The NSW National
Trust believes that Catherine Hill Bay is one of the last remaining idyllic coastal
mining villages along the coast. Catherine Hill opened as a beachside mining village
of about 100 cottages in 1870 and coal was still being shipped from there in 2001.

(Source: Australian Financial Review September 2008 p.56 including colour photo)

7) Making Public Histories — Seminar Series

Creating Victoria's Framework of Historical Themes
Making Public Histories - Seminar Series

Thursday 16 October 2008 from 5:30pm to 7pm
State Library of Victoria, Seminar room 1, Entry 3 La Trobe St
Amanda Bacon (manager of the strategic projects unit in Heritage Victoria) will
outline the origins and aims of a project which is developing a framework of historical

themes for assessment, management, promot i
heritage places and objects.



Sandy Blair from Melbourne-based consultancy firm Context will outline the
challenges of creating a set of themes that are at once engaging, inclusive of a wide
range of experiences, and also applicable across the natural, indigenous, and historic
environments.

As Heritage Council representative on the project, Renate Howe will explore the
different ways that historians, heritage professionals and local government
administrators perceive historical themes.

The Making Public Histories Seminar Serisoffered jointly by Monash
University®"s Institute for Public History,
Library of Victoria.

The final Seminar in the Series for 2008 is Exhibiting Melbourne: The city in the
Museum(20 November).

Venue Information www.slv.vic.gov.au/programs

Admission is Free and all are welcome to attend.

History Week 2008 — http://www.historyweek.org.au
Discover the wonder of Victoria's past! History week runs from 12-19 October 2008.

(Source: Australia ICOMOS News No0.355, 19 September 2008)

8) History Week 2008 - Victoria

www.historyweek.org.au
12 - 19 October

Discover the wonders of Victoria's past

Contact details:
To find out more about History Week or to get involved in the celebrations,
visit/call/email:

History Week 2008
c/o Royal Historical Society of Victoria
239 A"Beckett Street
Melbourne VIC 3000
T: (03) 9326 9288
E: info@historyweek.org.au

(Source: Australia ICOMOS News No0.355, 19 September 2008)
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9) National Cultural Heritage Forum ends

FAHS members will be aware of the conclusion of the National Cultural heritage

Forum (NCHF), an advisory group of cultural bodies to the Commonwealth Minister

for Environment and heritage and The Arts. FAHS is seeking to continue to work

with the new Minister Iin new ways. Bel ow i
the ending of NCHF. ICOMOS had provided the secretariat.

"Members might be aware that Australia ICOMOS has for some years provided the
Secretariat for the National Cultural Heritage Forum (NCHF) —a very broad umbrella
of grass roots and professional organisations. The last full meeting of the Forum with
the previous Minister occurred in August 2007.

Since the change of Government at the Commonwealth level, the Secretariat of the

Forum has had a series of discussions with
of fice about the issues for Australia“s he
Forum. A delegation of the NCHF Secretariat, Australia ICOMOS, the Australian

Council of National Trusts, and the Federation of Australian Historical Societies has

met twice this year with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & the Arts, the

Hon Peter Garrett AM MP.

The most recent meeting was held in Sydney in early August. At that meeting, the

NCHF del egation discussed a number of i ssu:
heritage, and produced a summary documentAustr al i ads Cul tur al Her
Important Needs & Proposed Responsdsch is on the Australia ICOMOS website.
(_http://www.icomos.org/australia/images/pdf/NCHF%202008%20V3%20final.pdf ).

The document summarises some of the materials whichmakeup t he , snap shot*
i ssues and chal | en g-@&dudifgthe repstofesherecent i a“ s her i
Productivity Commission Inquiry, the 2006 Australian State of the Environment

Report, and the NCHF analysis of recent Commonwealth budgets.

The document details: five major areas of problems, five strategic directions, and five
program proposals developed by the Forum organisations (in addition to the need for
a substantial new Cultural Heritage Fund).

The proposals in the document range across the interests of the NCHF — including the
role of local government, the impacts of climate change, cultural tourism, teaching
Australian history and the need to support community-based stewardship of heritage
places. It also promotes the possibility of organising a Heritage Summit for Australia..

Of course, these are only some of the proposals and ideas that could be developed
further in collaboration with the Government once the Minister has determined some
initial priorities.

During these discussions, we have also taken the opportunity to discuss the question
of how the Government wishes to engage with NGOs in formulating new directions
for Australia®"s cultural heritage, and in


http://www.icomos.org/australia/images/pdf/NCHF%202008%20V3%20final.pdf

course of our day-to-day work across the country. At that meeting, a change from the
previous working arrangements was one option amongst several discussed.

This week, we were advised by the Minister that he has asked the Department of the
Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts to establish a heritage working group to

assist him with the issues of building *“a
protection in Australia, including by enhancing and raising greater awareness of the
significant contri but igeoplcestmikatd lochandt r al i a“ s

nati onal economies, particularly as a resu
discontinued, although the Government is likely to draw upon the experience of
members of the Forum over time.

Of course, all those involved inthecon s er vati on of Australia®"s ¢
the Minister speedy and substantial success with this venture.

We have enjoyed working with everyone involved in the NCHF — past and present.

Since its creation in 1996, the NCHF has served to improve communication and

communication between different cultural heritage groups, to bring some common

messages to governments, and to respond to proposals and initiatives under

consideration. Its 2004 Vision Statement has been widely circulated and used in

various contexts to advance heritage policy in Australia. We sincerely hope that the

new arrangements that will replace this form of engagement with the Government will

be effective in rapidly addressing the iss:

In the meantime, the Australia ICOMOS Executive Committee has recently started to
work on a new strategic directions paper (advertised in the Australia ICOMOS Email
News over the past few weeks). Hopefully the previous work by the NCHF will be a

useful resource in this work, and we urge all Australia ICOMOS members interested

in the national policy agenda to get involved!

Kristal Buckley, NCHF Chair
Susan Mclintyre-Tamwoy, NCHF Secretariat’

(Source: Australia ICOMOS News N0.355, 19 September 2008)




